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CHILDREN ENJOYING THE NEW CLASSROOMS AND PLAZA 



 

WASTE SURVEY RESULTS 

Thank you to all the students and staff who did their soft 

plastic Waste Survey. 

It was a real eye opener.  We added up all the information to get a total school 

amount of soft plastic use for a day.  Ms Kleinig’s class did a wonderful job of 

graphing their class data. 

In total, every day, on average, Riverside Primary 

students bring to school 1118 pieces of soft plastic for 

their recess and lunch.  EVERY DAY!!  

Only 76 of these were gooey or wet and had to be thrown in the bin.  The other 1042 pieces could 

have been recycled in the soft plastic bin and SOME was - but LOTS still isn’t. 

Each piece doesn’t break down - it is effectively here in our world for good. 

It has taken energy to make each single piece that is used (mostly) once. 

Let’s make the effort to change our habits. Bring your recess and 

lunch in the marvellous beeswax wraps (made today by 4BC and 

4MW) and available in many places around Launceston OR, bring 

food in hard plastic re-usable containers OR-if it has to be thrown 

away use a paper bag and then compost it. 

 Buy big packets if you have to buy packets and then tip 

a little in the snack container each day. You end up using 

less than a quarter of the packaging. 

 Eat food that has its own natural wrapper like many fruit. 

SCHOLASTIC AUSTRALIA BOOK CLUB 
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Chess Tournament 

On Monday the 27th August, 20 students attended a chess tournament at 

Launceston Church Grammar School.  We entered 2 teams in Primary Division A 

and Primary Division B.  The students were enthusiastic and prepared to accept 

all challenges. 

 



1MD really love using clay! 
We really would like to use it every day. 

We bang it and roll it and shape it  

We make it and glaze it and fire it 

1MD really adore using clay! 

We have to be patient while our clay 
dries. We are so lucky to have a kiln! 

We made our clay  

into paint and used  

it with oil pastels 

to do this artwork. 

  We even use our 
  clay items for  
  problem solving  

                  tasks. 

SSH ... Father’s 

Day secret! 

We used brown clay and 

clear glaze so they will be 

shiny and brick colour.  

We used white 
clay to make our 
Courage Mice. 

When we use clay we are ...      

thinkers, communicators,        

researchers, collaborators,                

self-managers, scientists,        

mathematicians, artists and 

learners who show courage ...  



Sagg (Lomandra Longifolia): 

How wonderful, we now have our second native plant in our Aboriginal garden. 

The Lomandra Longifolia is a tussock that is a ground cover and grows to a 

height of up to 70cm high in either dry or wet conditions. It is common and 

widespread throughout Tasmania and eastern mainland. Sagg has separate male 

and female plants.  

Sagg provides a habitat for the white spot skipper butterfly, and its highly scented 

nectar lures pollinating beetles. It is a wonderful spot for nesting fairy wrens and 

brown thornbills and also attracts green rosellas. It provides a safe haven for 

bandicoots, skinks and snakes, but its spines deter other animals.  

Even though the early Europeans had no use for the plant the Tasmanian Aboriginals 

utilised the plant in a variety of ways. The leaves were used by Aboriginal people to 

make baskets, necklaces and arm bands. The tender leaf bases were eaten raw or 

baked and taste a bit nutty. The flowers made a tasty nectar drink and the seeds – 

which stay on the plant most of the year – were ground into flour. The roots were 

used for treating insect stings. 

Today the Sagg is widely cultivated as a native horticultural plant and is still used by 

the Tasmanian Aboriginal people.   

INQUIRY QUESTION 

Aboriginal people made baskets out of Sagg. What might 

they have carried in them?  
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