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How are you managing in the second week of Term 2? 

 

Every day we see amazing stories of learning at home – connected, engaged, enthusiastic and students trying their very best.   

 

Every day we see students at school coping in classrooms with different teachers, different classrooms and a completely different feel.   

 

Every day we hear families’ stories of success but also stories of sadness.  Many families are doing it tough, because of the combined 

effect of the pandemic, and we feel for you.  Reach out and we will see if we can help.   

 

The second week in Term 2 in a pandemic.  I am not convinced being part of history is really what I thought it would like. 

 

The uncertainty increases anxiety.  Health advice identifies the most at risk group in a school are adults.  We need to support our staff 

so they can provide learning for all.   

 

 You must let us know by 9.00am of the Friday of the week before of your circumstances change 

 You must socially distance in the school grounds 

 Children must not be dropped off before 8.30am and picked up by 3.00pm 

 

The numbers in some grades mean that we will need to reconfigure additional classes if numbers increase.  It would likely mean that 

there will be a combination of grades together.   

There is a tipping point and we need the information the week before it makes it difficult for us to organise the school safely.   

 

Currently the teachers have 4 roles 

 teaching children at school 

 preparing materials and responding to students on Canvas (on time) 

 sending materials and responding to students via email 

 organising home packs for families not accessing a computer 

Six of our teachers are working from home. 

Communicating and supporting families is taking much of our time.  We appreciate your feedback about our processes.  Overall the 

feedback for each grade was very supportive.  We learnt some things are going very well and some things we can improve.  It is not 

possible to respond to every piece of work – please don’t expect it.   

 

 

 

The roles teachers have in the school mean that we may not get back to you immediately.  Please be patient.  The teachers at Riverside 

Primary are working so hard but still with rigour around what we believe about teaching and learning.  No easy fixes for us!   

This week we sent you a link to Kath Murdoch talking about the learning assets and how upfront they need to be at this time.  Teachers 

also worked with Kath this week (via Zoom) to look at ways of developing our inquiry work online.  In a pandemic teachers are still 

modelling learning for life.   

 

We continue to thank you for your support as we work together for our children. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Look how exciting the Kinder playground is when the 

Government finally tells us we can all be at school.  A big thank 

you to all our parents through the fundraising of the School 

Association. 

 

Jane Bovill 

PRINCIPAL 

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

SCHOOL PHOTOS AND HOME LEARNING PACKS 

ATTENTION families who   

 have ordered individual school photo packs through MSP 

AND/OR 

 requested a hands on copy of the Home Learning 

Program Week 3 & 4 
 

These will be distributed via a drive through process 

THIS Friday 8th May 

Please hold up a sign with your child/ren’s surname. 

Drive through times will be: 

9.15am - 10.15am  Family Surname   A - H 

10.30am – 11:30am Family Surname    I - P  

11.45am – 12:45pm Family Surname   Q – Z 

What makes you feel happy at home? Are you suddenly aware of 

things that you didn’t take much notice of before, what do you like 

to do, what connects you to your home?   

Here is an opportunity for students K-6 to share their connections, 

by creating a piece of art from any materials that you have at home.  

The artwork can be 2D or 3D, it is your choice.  There is plenty 

of time to work on ideas, from Week 5, there will be a ‘RPS Virtual 

ART Gallery’ opened for students to upload and share their work.  

The artwork can be brought to school when normal classrooms 

resume.   

RPS Arts Curriculum Team 

CANTEEN 

The canteen will be open for lunch orders (no counter sales) 

Thursday 14 May for Kinder-6.  Online ordering is now available 

through Qkr! App. 

A reminder if there has been a change in your 

circumstances and your child will be attending school 

next week please let us know by 9.00am Friday.  Please 

email riverside.primary@education.tas.gov.au 



 

hands on  

making connections from home 

K-6 

Riverside Primary School Virtual Art Gallery 

Join us in our Riverside K-6 ‘Virtual Gallery’ 

We would like you to create a piece of artwork showing a 
connection to your home. What are the things that you like to do at 

home?  What makes you feel happy? Do you like to be inside or 
outside? Your artwork can be 2D or 3D, and it can be created from 

any materials that you have at home, it is entirely your choice! 
 

When you have finished, take a photograph of your work and 
upload it on our RPS Virtual Gallery space in Canvas. The Virtual 
Gallery will be open for contributions from Week 5, until the end of 

term. You have plenty of time, so you don’t need to rush! 
 

You will be able to see work from students K-6 in Canvas.  
You might like to create a collaborative piece of artwork with your 
siblings, or with a student from another class. We will be updating 
you regularly with ideas. You may bring your artwork to school to 

share, when we can all be back together.   
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INSIGHTS

Leading the way for children during the Coronavirus
pandemic

If you’re like me, the news of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has your head spinning and your heart pumping. That’s only
natural as life as we know has taken a seismic shi� in recent days.

International travel bans, cancellation of sporting and cultural events, shopping frenzies and talk of school closures continue to
dominate the airwaves. Terms such as social distancing, self-isolation and social isolation have entered our vocabularies and
may soon become part of our daily lives.

Coronavirus is having an unprecedented impact on our daily lives, and will probably do so for some time. While keeping
ourselves and children healthy and safe is our main concern, it’s also essential to address the anxieties of children and young
people during these changing times. Here are some ideas to help inform, reassure and keep children and young people safe.

Build on what your children know

Children and young people have already been exposed to a great deal of information about corona virus through media, digital
means and direct social contact. Their understanding will vary depending on their age and also the quality of their information
sources so you probably will need to help kids process what they already know.

Casual conversations with teenagers and older children can be useful ways to glean their understanding. You could ask questions
like “What are you hearing about Coronavirus? Is there anything you’re not sure about?” Younger primary age children may
need a more direct approach with parents addressing their specific concerns without giving too much information that can
overwhelm them.

Check your own thoughts and feelings

Check your own frame of mind and emotions about COVID-19 before talking to kids. Most children are astute mood detectives
and they’ll gauge their safety by the way you communicate with them. If you tell a child, “You’ve got to wash your hands or you’ll
get infected,” you are communicating your own anxieties, making it di�icult for them to maintain a healthy state of mind. Have
a think about how you can frame your instructions and their importance in a way that doesn’t heighten your child’s anxieties.

Stay informed

It’s di�icult to work out fact from fiction, correct from incorrect, information from exaggeration when the news is changing so
fast. However you need to educate yourself about the virus itself, including how it’s transmitted and how to stay safe. Get
information from trustworthy sources such as The Australian Government Health Department website and the current federal
government corona virus information media campaign.
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Answer questions truthfully

It’s important that parents and teachers answer children’s questions honestly in age-appropriate ways and within context of
what is happening at the given time. If their sport or hobby has been temporarily cancelled empathise with their concerns, while
helping them maintain a sense of perspective.

Initiate positive action

One way to reduce anxiety and allay children’s fears is to involve them in planning and preparation for their personal and group
safety. Positive activities such as maintenance of personal hygiene, greeting people with an elbow tap and getting plenty of sleep
can help restore a sense of control, that is so important for their wellbeing.

Find refuge in rituals

Regular rituals such as mealtimes, bedtime stories and regular one-on-one time provide both an anchor to normality and a
sense connection for kids at times of change. Consider reconstituting favoured family rituals at this time if they have lapsed due
to lack of time, or lifestyle frenzy.

Look outwards

In di�icult times there is a tendency to look inwards, which is a natural protective strategy. The alternative is to establish a sense
of connection and community spirit by focusing on generosity and togetherness. Help children see past their own needs and look
for ways to assist others whether it’s shopping for an elderly neighbour, helping a younger sibling occupy themselves, or
planning an indoor movie night for the whole family.

The Coronavirus presents many practical challenges to parents and other important adults in the lives of kids. Staying calm,
keeping informed, and adjusting our own habits are just some of the challenges we face. However a significant challenge is one
of personal leadership. That is, during these di�icult times we need to be civil to each other, look out for each other and be
mindful of the common good in everything we do. In this, we can all take a significant lead.

Michael Grose
Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading parenting educators. He’s an
award-winning speaker and the author of 12 books for parents including Spoonfed Generation, and
the bestselling Why First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change It. Michael is a former
teacher with 15 years experience, and has 30 years experience in parenting education. He also holds a
Master of Educational Studies from Monash University specialising in parenting education.


