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Next week we begin our catch up conversations.  This is your opportunity to be 

involved in a conversation with your child’s teacher, using an online teleconference 

(you can see others) or by phone.   

On Tuesday your Prep to 6 child will bring home a mid year snapshot.  Children 

with learning plans will have them attached.  Kinder teachers will focus on the 

markers of the Kinder Development Check.   

Please take the opportunity to book a time on the link provided in the newsletter.  

Remember it is not a normal mid year report.  The Department of Education has 

reduced written reports for this part of the year due to Covid.   

 

I continue to be thrilled by the high levels of thinking across the school and the 

language students use about their learning. This is evident in the student 

reflections, Grades 1 to 6, that are accompanying the snapshots. 

A brilliant example I can share from 3FK. 

Children were highly engaged in their investigations on the sun, moon, earth and 

how they were connected.  I asked one child a question and Hunter said to me 

‘that must be one of your wonderings!’  A feel good moment when you hear 

students using the language of learning. 

 

Currently, all students are working on our hope focus – ending our term with 

positive messages.  They are cutting out their hand and recording a hope message 

or a drawing or symbol of hope.  We will be launching our whole school message 

soon – keep a lookout.   

2020 TERM DATES 

Term 2 
Monday 27 April to Friday 3 July 

Term 3 
(Monday 20 July Student Free Day) 

Tuesday 21 July to Friday 25 September 

Term 4 
Monday 12 October to Thursday 17 December 

(Friday 30 October Student Free Day) 

 

 

The Grade 6 team continues to focus on building connections and collaboration between all members of the grades.  This week they 

invited former Seven newsreader, Jo Palmer, her husband who runs a Dance business, Andrew Palmer and their Dancing with the Stars 

daughter, Lily Cornish.   

Lily and Jo talked to the girls about taking opportunities as they arise, working hard to get better and the importance of being resilient if 

confronted with any personal adversity.  Jo shared that she had been teased at high school but how her connection with family and friends 

supported her to not be weighed down by this.  Andrew had the boys up and doing a cha cha (very impressive moves) and talked about

how you can be anything you want if you have passion and a good crowd around you.   

 

Mr Pickett has been working on a deck around the oak tree in Kinder.  This will be a new sitting and playing space enhancing our 

playground.  Thank you for your clever design.   

The Department is seeking positive news stories about your time during Covid in 

relation to the school and/or teachers.  We would love you to share a story about 

us (details on next page).   



Zeke in 3BC wrote a wonderful Covid poem and mentioned the 

Education Minister.  We sent if off to Jeremy Rockliff whose reply 

was – thanks for passing this wonderful work on.  I absolutely love it!  

Very creative.  Our office will love it too! 

 

Panic, it was the start of the virus spreading 

At the hospital worried about mum 

Not allowed to go to my friends parties 

Don’t go to pubs or parties 

Education Minister the boss of schools 

Mind my social spot please! 

Isolation, stay home save lives 

Covid-19 a deadly virus  

Don’t forget to book your catch up conversation.   

 

Jane Bovill 

PRINCIPAL 

SHARE YOUR STORY 

We would love to hear stories of how your child’s school or 

teacher has inspired you during this time of COVID-19. Over the 

past few months it has become more evident than ever before 

that schools are the heart of our communities and are greatly 

valued. 

The strong partnerships of parents working with teachers and 

schools to support our students meant student engagement in 

learning remained high even though teaching and learning was 

different in so many ways. 

As a Department we are looking to capture these amazing stories 

of courage and growth and showcase many of these through a 

Celebration of Collaboration later in the year.  

We encourage you to acknowledge your school, Child and Family 

Centre or local library for going above and beyond. 

Please share your story by visiting: www.education.tas.gov.au/our-

learnings 

SCHOOL INTAKE AREAS 

The Department of Education (DoE) has released updated 

government primary and combined (district) school intake areas, 

to apply from Term 1, 2021. These updated intake areas will only 

apply to families who enrol a child in a government primary or 

combined (district) school for the first time from Term1, 2021. 

This means that for parents with children already enrolled in our 

school, the updated intake areas do not apply. If your child has a 

brother or sister who hasn’t started school yet, they can still enrol 

at our school.  

Our school’s updated intake area map can be found here 

https://publicdocumentcentre.education.tas.gov.au/Documents/Riv

erside-Primary-School-Intake-Area-from-2021.pdf.  This map is the 

same as the Proposed Map released by DoE last year in stage two 

of the Intake Area Review consultation process.  

Why do we have intake areas? 

Intake areas ensure that every Tasmanian child can enrol at a high 

quality government school close to where they live. Attending a 

school close to home helps children feel part of their local 

community. Intake areas also help ensure schools have the facilities 

and staff to best support their students’ learning. 

Where to get more information? 

If you would like more information about our school’s intake area, 

or help finding out whether a particular address is within our intake 

area boundary, please contact us directly. 

Alternatively you can contact Learning Services Northern Region: 

phone 6777 2440 or email: 

Learning.Services.NR@education.tas.gov.au)  

 

If you have questions related to the Intake Area Review please 

visit the here you will also find answers to 

You can also contact the Intake Area Review team at the 

Department of Education by phoning 1800 816 057 or email 

intake.areas@education.tas.gov.au 

Recently Riverside Primary School has been 

recognised as an eSmart school.  This involved 

auditing our practices and ensuring we are 

implementing strategies in-line with the eSmart 

guidelines.  Part of this is having an anti-bullying 

and harassment school policy which embeds  
many of the eSmart practices.  Our work around engaging 

parents and the community around online safety has been 

acknowledged as best practice and used as a model to share with 

other schools.  It was also acknowledged that we have gone over 

and above using student voice in terms of addressing student 

needs and building understanding of their online environment.  

Well done Team Riverside!

RPSA NEWS 
 

Riverside Primary School Association held its June meeting via 

Zoom on Monday 15th.  Sixteen participants mastered the 

technology to discuss various topics. 
 

It was reported that the uniform shop has been very busy since 

the start of term two.  The School Association would particularly 

like to thank the school office staff for their assistance whilst 

Covid restrictions are in place.  The shop is back to normal 

trading times, but with some restrictions due to social distancing. 
 

Mrs Bovill reported that the Kindergarten students were really 

enjoying their new playground with lots of smiling faces finding 

new adventurous things to discover. 
 

Fundraising for the rest of the year was discussed, and due to 

current restrictions, some of our annual fundraising events will 

have to be cancelled.  If, or when, the government start to lift 

some of the restrictions, we are ready and willing to proceed. 

We will inform everybody as further details come to hand. 

Luckily for all the Dads out there, the Father’s Day Stall should 

be able to proceed.  Stay tuned for further details. 
 

At next month’s meeting we should move from a Zoom meeting, 

back to a face to face meeting.  We look forward to seeing 

everybody then. 
 

Andrew Murfet 
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Dear Parents  
 
Catch up conversations will be held shortly for students K – Gr 6. Bookings can be made 

at any time between Thursday 18 June at 3.00pm and must be finalised before 

Tuesday 23 June at 5.00pm, when bookings for this event will close. 

 

Kindergarten conversations will be an opportunity for you and your child’s teacher to 

discuss the KDC results for your child. These will be sent home after your meeting time. 

 

Parents will have the choice of completing these conversations via phone call or video 

call (zoom) and are strictly 10 minutes and spaces are limited.  

 

Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and follow these simple instructions. 
 

 

Enter Password 
 
 

  

 

Enter your details including whether you would prefer to have a phone 
or video conversation via Zoom 

 

 

 
 
Select the appointment times that suit your family  
 
                         
 
Select the teachers you wish to see 

 

 

When you click FINISH, your interview link will be emailed to you 
automatically.  
DO NOT DELETE THIS EMAIL as you will need to use the link to 
access the video call.   

                       If you do not receive your email immediately check your junk mail folder                         
                      AND make sure you have spelled your email address correctly.  
 

 
If you have any problems with this process please call the school office 
on 63273731 or email teresa.whitney@education.tas.gov.au 

a8dfp 

THE EASY WAY TO BOOK 

CATCH UP CONVERSATIONS 

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/


This term we have launched our new writing enrichment opportunity: Write On 
Riverside.  

This opportunity is for invited grade 5 and 6 students to develop and share their 

writing skills in a range of text types.  

Using the Canvas platform, the students are provided with a prompt and given a 

text type to write.  

Here are some wonderful examples of Free Verse  

Poetry or parts of Free Verse poems that our students have submitted this term. 

Homeless 

He was homeless 

He was still a human but that thought was lost. 

His feet crunched on the cobbled path lead by 
his dogs. 

The feeling of insecurity blankets his joy and 

meaning of life. 

By Imogen D 

The Path 

I feel as if I could drown in the thick fog      

surrounding me 

And the wind whistles through the trees as if 

they are screaming from the cold 

By Ruby C 

Pilgrimage  

Frigid fog sweeps across the mans face  

As the dew settles on his shoulders he picks up 
pace  

Beside him two loyal companions trot quickly 
along  

An early-rising raven breaks the eerie silence 
with enthusiastic song  

His muscles warmed, his mind alert he strides 
onward to a new day 

 
by Thorin W 


